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Abstract: Blessed Natalia Tulasiewicz (1906-1945) was announced as the patroness of Pol-
ish teachers in 2022. She graduated from the Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznan. She

was a Polish teacher, poet andsocial activist in the interwar and war periods. As a teacher,
she paid attention to the patriotic education and cultural, moral and spiritual values

of her students. Fromchildhood, she belonged to the Sodality of Our Lady, where she

developed spiritually and intellectually and gave lectures. She was passionate about lit-
erature, musicand theatre art; she also travelled and admired the beauty of nature. She

broke off an engagement, entrusting her life and love to God. Shortly after the outbreak

of World War 11, she organized a makeshift school. During the war, she worked as a ‘trav-
elling’ teacher in the undergroundeducation network, organized weekly literary Wednes-
days, actively participated in retreats and days of recollection, wrote poems and short sto-
ries, and prayed every day. She was one of the first to volunteer as an emissary in a forced

labour camp in the Third Reich, where she performed an educational and apostolic mis-
sion, taking care of the cultural, spiritual, moral and patriotic development of Polish

workers. In 1944, she was arrested, subjected to barbaric torture and sentenced to death.
On Good Friday 1945, she was selected for the gas chamber and died a day later.
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he 20™century was a time of many discoveries in science and technology,

but also of many manifestations of evil and injustice. In the papal bull
Incarnationismysterium, announcing the Great Jubilee of the year 2000, Pope
John Paul 11 wrote:

This century now drawing to a close has known very many martyrs, espe-
cially because of Nazism, Communism, and racial or tribal conflicts. Peo-
ple from every sector of society have suffered for their faith, paying with
their blood for their fidelity to Christ and the Church, or courageously
facing interminable years of imprisonment and privations of every kind
because they refused to yield to an ideology which had become a pitiless
dictatorial regime.'

A year later, on 13 June 1999, during his apostolic visit to Poland, in War-
saw, the Holy Father beatified 108 martyrs from the period of World War 11.
Among the beatified, four groups were bishops, diocesan clergy, monastic clergy
and lay faithful. Natalia Tutasiewicz, one of only two laywomen, was included
in the last group.”This article aims to present the life of Natalia Tutasiewicz,
the patroness of Polish teachers, who demonstrated heroic faith and fulfilled
her teaching mission until the end. The text uses the method of document anal-
ysis. The considerations are divided into three parts. The first presents the fig-
ure of Tutasiewicz; the second describes her professional work in the pre-war
years, during the war and in exile and her missionary activity in the Third
Reich; and the third, contemporary activities commemorating Tutasiewicz.

Biographical Sketch

Natalia Tutasiewicz was born in Rzeszow on 9 April 1906 and a month
later was baptized in the Rzeszéw parish church. Her parents were Adam

1 John Paul 11, The Mystery of the Incarnation: Bull of Indiction of the Great Jubilee
of the Year 2000 (Incarnationismisterium), Boston 1999, p. 27.

2 Z.Rzeszut, Blogostawiona Natalia Tutasiewicz, series: Meczennicy 1939-1945, vol. 38,
Wrhoctawek 2001, pp. 4-5; T. Kaczmarek, Obraz swiadectw 108 btogostawionych
meczennikéw, ,Ateneum Kaptanskie”, 135 (2000) issue 1(548), pp. 44-58; K. Berkan,
Perta polskiej ziemi: Natalia Tutasiewicz (1906-1945), Niepokalanow 1999, pp. 39-53.
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Tutasiewicz (1837-1940) and Natalia Amalia née Bromnik (1876-1948). She was
the second of six children.’ Natalia’s father was a civil servant, a tax inspec-
tor and while in Austrian service, he was seconded to various customs posts
in the Lesser Poland (Matopolska) province, which was then under Austrian
rule. He was a deeply religious person and belonged to the Sodality of Our
Lady.* He came from a family in which patriotic traditions were strongly pro-
moted by his uncle Wincenty and brother Wiadystaw. Adam's father, J6zef, was
a teacher at a Krakow grammar school,® his brothers pursued higher educa-
tion and his sister, Florencja, was a teacher. Natalia’s mother, on the other hand,
came from a family of Oswiecim townspeople, ran the household and took care
of the children.®

The family environment in which Natalia grew up was characterized
by piety and patriotism. Her parents created an atmosphere of sacrificial love,
mutual respect, personal culture and mutual care for their children. All these
qualities accompanied their daughter in her adult life and transformed into
values that influenced her way of life and work. In her letters and journalistic

3 Natalia had three sisters: Maria (1904-1927), Zofia (1907-1995) and Halina (1911—
1982) and two brothers: Tadeusz (1908-1980) and Jdzef (1913-1989). Maria, the old-
est of the siblings, died of pulmonary tuberculosis in 1927.B. Judkowiak, Wstep, in:
N. Tutasiewicz, By¢ poetkq zycia. Zapiski z lat 1938-1943, Poznan 2020, pp. 6, 11.

4 The Sodality of Our Lady, also known as the Sodality of the Blessed Virgin Mary, is
a Catholic association of lay people that focused on the cult of the Mother of God
as well as charity, social, educational and patriotic activities in Galicia in the late 19
and early 20™ centuries. The basic idea of the Sodality was to work for both God
and country. A. Puszka, Sodalicje Marianskie na ziemiach polskich wobec wojny
i odzyskania niepodlegtosci w 1918 1., ,Teka Komisji Historycznej Towarzystwa Nau-
kowego KUL’, 15 (2018) pp. 45,47.

5 Jézef Tulasiewicz (1841-1903) taught history and geography in grades 1a—3a
at the St.Jack Gymnasium in Krakow. B.Lesiak-Przybyl, Dawne fotografie
dotyczqce zycia i twérczosci Jana Matejki w zbiorach Archiwum Narodowego w Kra-
kowie, ,Rocznik Biblioteki Naukowej PAU i PAN w Krakowie”, 67 (2022) pp. 83, DOL
10.4467/25440500RBN.22.007.17362; E. Krasinski, Arnold Szyfman na krakowskim
trakcie, in: Antreprener: ksiega ofiarowana profesorowi Janowi Michalikowi w 70.
rocznice urodzin, ed. J. Popiel, Krakéw 2009, p. 571.

6  B.Judkowiak, Wstep, p. 7-8; 1. Jazukiewicz, Personalistyczne i spoleczne aspekty
nauczycielstwa Natalii Tutasiewicz—w poszukiwaniu inspiracji dla wspotczesnosci,
,Biografistyka Pedagogiczna’, 7 (2022) issue 1, p. 313, DOL 10.36578/bp.2022.07.10.
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notes, she often emphasized the importance of harmony, tenderness, kindness,
openness and family warmth.”

Natalia was an intelligent, sensitive and bold child. She was a good conver-
sationalist, which is why she was called ‘wise Niusia. She achieved very good
results in school. Her interests focused on literature, music and painting. She
was eager to care for her younger siblings. When she was six years old, she stayed
in hospital with her three-and-a-half-year-old brother, Tadeusz and when she
was 12, she took musical instrument lessons together with him,® took care of his
homework and helped him with household chores. Natalia was a child of del-
icate build from birth and struggled with tuberculosis, which first affected her
skin, then her lymph glands and lungs. As a result, as a six-year-old girl, she
underwent surgery in a Krakow hospital to improve and strengthen her health
and then went to a health resort in Rabka. These events showed that, despite dif-
ficult experiences, the girl was resourceful, found her way around a new environ-
ment very well and also persistently opposed various adversities.’

In 1912, Tutasiewicz began her education at the primary school in Kety
Slaskie and then continued it at the Poor Clares Convent School and the 1!
Girls’ Gymnasium in Krakéw,'® where she was perceived as an intelligent, bril-
liant, ambitious, hard-working, diligent and serious student. In addition, she
showed great care for her close friend, who was unable to attend school every
day for financial reasons. Natalia regularly sent her friend messages in which
she included a detailed study plan, supported and encouraged her and also
prayed for her. She developed her spiritual life in the Sodality of Our Lady, tak-
ing vows in 1920."

7 L Jazukiewicz, Personalistyczne i spoteczne aspekty nauczycielstwa, p. 314.

8 While Natalia took violin lessons, Tadeusz learned the cello and later became a pro-
fessional cellist. N. Tulasiewicz, Zeszyt 1 od 17 stycznia 1938 do 31 grudnia 1939, in:
N. Tulasiewicz, By¢ poetkq zycia, p. 52.

9 A.Rzesos, Blogostawiona Natalia Tutasiewicz: droga do mitosci, Poznan 2019,
pp- 15-16; B. Judkowiak, Wstep, pp. 7-8.

10 K. Szablak, Blogostawiona Natalia Tutasiewicz (1906-1945), in: Blask Swiadectwa:
blogostawiona nauczycielka Natalia Tutasiewicz, eds. B. Judkowiak, T. Marchwiak,
S. Stawinska, K. Szablak, Bonami—Poznan 2013, p. 5.

11 A. Rzesos, Blogostawiona Natalia Tutasiewicz: droga, pp. 16-17.
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In May 1921, the entire family moved to Poznan, where Natalia con-
tinued her education at the Ursuline Sisters’ Gymnasium. However, due
to the Tutasiewicz family’s difficult financial situation, her father decided that
his daughter would complete her compulsory schooling at a public school.
The school’s principal, Maria Waskowska, did not agree with this and decided
that Natalia would be exempted from all fees because ‘she is the pearl and good

spirit of the school.'

At the same time, the teenager attended a music semi-
nar, where she perfected her violin playing."”® As the disease recurred, she had
to undergo a lymph node operation after which she could not place the instru-
ment under her chin. The girl endured this event bravely and humbly, get-
ting involved in helping her lonely neighbour. Despite her health problems, she
achieved very good results at school and obtained her high school certificate
in 1926. She decided to study Polish philology and musicology at the Adam
Mickiewicz University in Poznan."*

During her studies, Natalia received very good exam results and was thus
granted a scholarship which relieved her parents financially. She also began giv-
ing private tutoring."”® She continued to place great emphasis on her spiritual
and intellectual development: she was passionate about literature and eagerly
visited cinemas, theatres, exhibitions and concerts. She wrote about her devel-
opment as follows:

I love books, just as I love music, theatre, just as I love nature. [...] music
and books go together. Books regenerate me spiritually, [...] they constantly
remind me that the spirit knows no fatigue, that fatigue only takes over
the body... Music brings order to my spiritual life. It makes me aware
of the unconscious, teaches me to distinguish important things from those

12 Z.Rzeszut, Blogostawiona Natalia, p. 14.

13 V. Rodek, Uczenie sie z biografii Innego—na przyktadzie refleksji studentéw pedago-
giki:,Moje osobiste spotkanie z zyciem i twdrczosciq Natalii Tutasiewicz”, ,Biografi-
styka Pedagogiczna”, 7 (2022) issue 1, p. 291, DOIL: 10.36578/bp.2022.07.17.

14 A. Rzesos, Blogostawiona Natalia Tutasiewicz: droga, pp. 17-18.

15 I Jazukiewicz, Codziennos¢ i heroiczno$¢ nauczycielstwa Natalii Tutasiewicz, in:
Nauczyciel wobec wyzwan wspétczesnosci: ku przysztosci edukacji z bt. Natalig
Tutasiewicz, eds. K. Jawroska, J. Kowalczyk, K. ]. Wawrzynéw, Wroctaw 2024, p. 197;
L. Jazukiewicz, Personalistyczne i spoteczne aspekty nauczycielstwa, p. 315.
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less important, and diligently strives to ensure that my humanity does not
shrink to the realm of intellect alone."®

She gave up her pleasures for the sake of other people and did not like
to waste money on herself even though she attached great importance to aes-
thetics and elegance. Her studies were not a happy time because, in 1927, her
older sister Maria died. In addition, it was found that Natalia’s lungs were
at risk of tuberculosis and her father was diagnosed with diabetes, which made
it increasingly difficult for him to function."”

Another equally important event in Natalia’s life was meeting and becom-
ing involved with Janek Potoka. Although they had significantly differ-
ent worldviews, they were quickly united by mutual love.'"® During her stu-
dent days, she was involved in the Polish Philology Students Association and
the Sodality of Our Lady, where she gave presentations on spirituality and holi-
ness in everyday life, and also willingly participated in poetry readings and lec-
tures. Due to health problems, in the academic year 1928/1929, she was forced
to take sick leave and was separated from her beloved Janek. She then went
to Rabka, where she took a job as a teacher at the Sisters of the Holy Family
of Nazareth High School. The stay caused the relationship between Natalia
and Janek to deteriorate. The couple had frequent arguments, misunderstand-
ings and quarrels, which often made her cry. Her parents, who observed this,
did not hide their indignation at the situation and subtly encouraged Natalia
to end the relationship. This is what happened but Natalia quickly re-estab-
lished contact with Janek and so she faced other, often new difficulties. This
determination shows that the problems she encountered did not deter Nata-
lia from action but encouraged her to overcome adversity and constantly make
new efforts to cope with all challenges."

16 N. Tutasiewicz, Przeciw barbarzynstwu: listy, dzienniki, wspomnienia, eds. D. Tuta-
siewicz, B. Judkowiak, Poznan 2013, p. 28; eadem, Poprzez ziemie ukochatam niebo:
fragmenty zapiskow 1938-1943, ed. D. Tutasiewicz, Poznan 2015, pp. 33-34.

17 B.Judkowiak, Wstep, pp. 10-11.
18 A. Rzesos, Blogostawiona Natalia Tutasiewicz: droga, p. 18.
19 B.Judkowiak, Wstep, pp. 11-12.
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In 1931, Tutasiewicz completed her higher education, obtaining a certifi-

cate confirming the completion of all the required classes, which enabled her

to defend her master’s thesis*® a year later, receiving a very good grade. In Jan-

uary 1932, Janek Potoka proposed to Natalia but two years later, she decided

to end the relationship and left the ring she received in her parish church.*' She

recalled these events as follows:

I gave the ten most beautiful years of my life entirely to Janek. I was 20 when

I met him, 3owhen I found out he was married and 28 when our engage-
ment was broken off. A long and beautiful time-a period of storm and pres-
sure. I do not regret anything in it and I thank God for everything.**

Ultimately, Natalia decided to remain single and pursue her passions,

entrusting her life and love to God. In her Zapiski [Notes], she wrote:

20

21
22

23

I would like to live a long life for the passion of creation, creation in all
areas of life in which I could leave something valuable and new to myself.
School, theatre, radio, the diary, work at a desk with inspiration drawn
from the world, so many things attract me. [...] By voluntarily deciding
[-..] to be single, I must seek support in an institution whose moral power
would give me the strength that women draw from marriage. [ see this
support in a religious order, but a secular one, because my destiny |[..] is
to be stuck in life, its conflicts and its variety. [...] I only want to be sure
at the moment of my death that I had been walking the Lord’s path, not
my own, or rather that I had been pursuing my path towards God. [...]
I want to be an apostle of love.?*

The subject of her master’s thesis was Mickiewicz and music. Her supervisor was
Professor Roman Pollak, who suggested that Natalia publish part of her work
in the journal Ruch Literacki [Literary Movement]. Tulasiewicz’s supervisor
at the daily Kurier Poznanski [Poznan Courier] emphasized that she was conscien-
tious and one of the most outstanding Polish students at the university, who made
many pioneering and valuable assumptions; ibidem, pp. 12-13.

A. Rzeso$, Blogostawiona Natalia Tutasiewicz: droga, p. 18.

N. Tulasiewicz, Zeszyt I od 17 stycznia, pp. 72-73.

Taz, Zeszyt 11 od 25 lutego 1940 do 3 stycznia 1941, in: eadem, By¢ poetkq zycia,
pp. 208—209.
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The environment in which Tutasiewicz was raised and grew up, the values
passed on to her by her parents and loved ones, as well as the activities in which
she was involved, played an important role in shaping her personality, the con-
stant work on herself, intellectual and spiritual development and self-educa-
tion, among others. The difficulties and challenges she had to face made her
offer herself and her life to God more and more.**

Professional Work as a Teacher, Social Activist and Poet

Natalia Tutasiewicz’s professional life can be divided into three periods: the pre-
war period (1933-August 1939); the years of war and wandering (September 1939—
August 1943) and missionary work in the German territory (August 1943—March
1945). It is worth mentioning that her first teaching internshipwas as a student
during a trip to Rabka,**where she taught nature and geography.*®

Having completed her studies, Tutasiewicz began working at the private
coeducational St. Casimir Primary School in Poznan, whose motto was close
to her: ‘Serve God and the Homeland.*” From the very beginning, Natalia
gained the sympathy of children thanks to her violin playing, while the school
principal accepted her when she noticed the charm and intelligence with which
she carried out lessons during the hours he visited her classes. In this institu-
tion, she was assigned a weekly, 25-hour teaching load. Among other things, she
taught Polish, history and arithmetic in grade 3; drawing and singing in grade
5 and Polish, drawing and singing in grade 6. In her work, she was conscien-
tious, diligent and systematic, as evidenced by the notebooks of Polish language
lesson plans she kept.?® In grade 6, she placed great emphasis on independ-

24 B.Judkowiak, Wstep, pp. 34-35.

25 K. Czarnecka, O dgzeniu do codziennej swietosci. Refleksje na podstawie zapiskow
bt Natalii Tutasieiwcz, in: ,Wiédt mnie Pan..”: studia i Swiadectwa w 20. rocznice
beatyfikacji Natalii Tutasiewicz, red. ]. Hadrys, B. Judkowiak, Poznan 2020, p. 47.

26 B.Judkowiak, ,Przyjmij mnie na nowo do swej klasy” (nauczyciele ,w szkole” btogo-
stawionej Natalii), in: Blask Swiadectwa: btogostawiona, p. 13.

27 B.Judkowiak, Wstep, p. 13; L. Jazukiewicz, Personalistyczne i spoteczne aspekty
nauczycielstwa, p. 316.

28 She noted down in bullet points such aspects as: the topic and purpose of the les-

son, forms of teaching, teaching methods and aids, the course of classes and exer-
cises for students.
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ent thinking and the ability to express one’s position, which she formed using
questions ondemanding texts and open statements, as well as discussions
on important and current topics. She carried out lessons in a flexible manner.
For example, when she saw that students needed more time for a given exercise,
she gave up a task that was planned for that lesson and often supplemented
the sixth-grade programme with pieces intended for middle school students
and assigned additional readings. The course of classes was varied as she often
used different types of tasks and exercises alternately. In her teaching prac-
tice, she used ‘timed’ and creative exercises that contributed to the development
of imagination and encouraged children to use various aids, such as albums,
postcards, maps and newspaper clippings. She often analysed homework
with students during lessons and referred them to the next topic. In addition
to common dictationsand public recitations of literary works from memory
andtalks, Natalia often used the method of discussing the plot when reading
and interpreting texts. During memory tasks, students had freedom of choice;
they could decide independentlywhich of the poems they would memorize.*
During pedagogical councils and meetings with parents, Tutasiewicz gave lec-
tures on various topics.*°

The following year, the teacher placed great emphasis on reading with
comprehension and enriched the textbook she used with additional content
to extend and modernize the reading. She was assigned a male class so, in her
classes, she used topics and films that were popular among boys, including

29 B.Judkowiak, ,Przyjmij mnie na nowo do swej klasy”, pp. 14-19.

30 In 1934, she addressed parents about the cooperation of the family environment
with the school environment, emphasizing that this cooperation should be based
on religious, family, social, state education (shaping people of action) and the curric-
ulum. In her speech, she warned that children should not only experience religious
practices externally and that they should systematically and successively improve
themselves internally, which is why she encouraged parents to have their chil-
dren (who were in grade 3) receive the sacrament of first confession and the Holy
Communion. She encouraged mutual cooperation between parents and educa-
tors, explaining that a child is a link of trust and understanding for them. She also
appealed to them to make young peopleproperly aware of the importance of Pol-
ish statehood, so that they would be able to honour what their fathers had achieved
with blood and toil. Natalia also referred to educational work, which can be effec-
tively carried out only when a teacher is properlyeducated and consciously follows
the requirements of the day. Tamze, pp. 20-23.
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inventions, aviation, scouting and sports. To encourage young people to read,
she opened a class library. She prepared a newspaper wall, on which she pre-
sented current news to verify whether pupils were following the latest events
on an ongoing basis. Her professional work was based not only on teaching;
she also led a choir, wrote scripts and organized a theatre play, not forgetting
about constant education.’ In 1935, she began working at the private Ursuline
Sisters Gymnasium in Poznan, which she had attended herself **

According to the rules in force at that time, to be able to teach in a second-
ary school, one had to pass a state exam, which was held at the university. Thus,
in 1936, having met the requirements,**Nataliatook an exam consisting of two
parts: written and oral.** The committee awarded her very good grades in both
parts. She also gained the right to membership in the Association of Secondary
and Higher SchoolTeachers. Having received the appropriate qualifications, she
obtained a full-time teaching position at the Ursuline Sisters’ Gymnasium. She
liked the mission of the school because it combined the idea of aesthetic and ethi-
cal education. She often gave her students books, inserting witty rhymed descrip-
tions in them, and also made entries in the diaries of her students, providing
them with quotes from the Holy Scripture. It is worth emphasizing that she was
a modest and responsible person who was able to admit her weaknesses.*®

In the pre-war period, Natalia led an active life. Asidefrom her profes-
sional work, she read a lot of literature, wrote poetry and verse (which shetried

31 Ibidem, pp. 24-27.
32 A.Rzesos, Blogostawiona Natalia Tutasiewicz: droga, p. 243.

33 To be eligible to take the state examination entitling a candidate to work in second-
ary schools, one had to have: two years of experience in a primary school, medical
certificates, a reference from the education authority and a list of prepared read-
ings. B. Judkowiak, , Przyjmij mnie na nowo do swej klasy”, p. 27.

34 The first stage involved writing a paper on one of three specific issues from peda-
gogy, general didactics or Polish language didactics. Tutasiewicz wrote a paper enti-
tled ‘Szkota a kino’ [School and Cinema). The second stage—the oral part-included
questions onthe following areas: 1) educational psychology; 2) pedagogy, general
didactics and history; 3) knowledge of school programmes and the organization
of schooling, as well as 4) Polish philology didacticsTamze.

35 Ibidem, p. 27-29; B. Judkowiak, Wstep, pp. 14-16; 1. Jazukiewicz, Personalistyczne
i spoteczne aspekty nauczycielstwa, p. 316.
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to have published), played the violin, travelled (including to Norway and Italy),
admired the beauty of the Polish landscape, went on a winter sports course for
teachers, participated in retreat days and closed retreats organized by Maria
Ursula of Jesus (1865-1939) and was constantly active in the sodality com-
munity. When other organizations (including the Association of Young Pol-
ish Women and the Nursing School) invited her to give a lecture, she never
refused. She called herself a poet. What is more, she was involved in helping
others, for example,by supporting them and giving advice in the face ofexisten-
tial and religious difficulties. She also supported her sistersfinancially, including
by covering the costs of a trip to Italy, a wedding dress and an extendedholiday.
An extremely important moment in the young teacher’s life was a two-week
trip to Italy for the canonization ceremony of Blessed AndrewBobola.?® She
wrote about this event as follows:

... a trip to Rome would do me good. I need great emotions—then I have
no time to think about myself. Before I start working on the Holy Mass,
I would like to feel up close how the heart of the Roman-Vatican Church
beats. I would like to see the tomb of the holy poet—Francis of Assisi, my
most beloved saint, in the splendour of spring flowers. I would like, oh how
much I would like to go.*’

In the same year (1938), Natalia developed a project for a doctoral disser-
tation, collecting the necessary literature. She wanted to dedicate her work
to Karol Hubert Rostworowski but the war prevented her from realizing
these plans.*®

The second stage of Tulasiewicz'sworkwas during World War 11. Right after
the war broke out, on 6September 1939, she encouraged her neighbours, Bar-
bara and Krystyna Jankowski, to organize an open, temporary school, where
classes lasted from 10a.m. to 1p.m. Each woman taught an hour-long lesson.
Natalia described the teaching in the following way:

36 B.Judkowiak, Wstep, p. 16.
37 N.Tulasiewicz, Zeszyt I od 17 stycznia, p. 56.
38 B.Judkowiak, ,Przyjmij mnie na nowo do swej klasy”, pp. 31-32.
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Today at ten o'clock, I ‘opened’ the school year and gavemy first lesson. ...
After a short prayer, everyone talked about how to behave at home and
on the street in the event of an alarm, follow hygiene regulations,not
disturb parents at homeand so on. Then I practised a quick descent
to the basement in the event of an alarm ... The youngest pupils played
on a blanket with colourful pictures, fourth-graders read and explained
news about the historical development of the city of Poznan and sixth-
graders learned sanitary regulations. Middleschoolers supervised kinder-
garten games. Every hour, there were regular breaks for food. Barbara
had the second lesson (history, religion and arithmetic) and Krystynaran
the third with a geographical atlas for older students.*

Due to the mass displacements that took place on 10 November 1939,
the school was suspended and the entire Tulasiewicz family was deported
to OstrowiecSwietokrzyski. On 31 January 1940,*° Natalia left for Krakéw,
where Maria Woyczyniska gave her hospitality. In February, she began work-
ing at Aniela Starzewska’sfiction reading room and then brought her fam-
ily to Krakéw. On 30 Aprili1940, she quit her job at the reading room and
was hired as a ‘travelling’ teacher at the Secret Teaching Centre No. 1 located
at the Ursuline Sisters'Convent, co-organized by Mother Benigna]ozefaSu-
choniéwna. After her father’s death, in August 1940, Natalia received her first
job as a travelling teacher in MszanaDolna. Her charges were the daugh-
ters of the pharmacist Fras: Krysia and Maria. A year later, she started work-
ing in Witowice, near NowySgcz, in the manor of Edward and Irena Breza,
teaching Polish to both Breza’s daughter, Teresa and Edward’s mother’s
pupil, Zofia Brynicka. Despite experiencing successive displacements, while
in KalinaWielka (near Miechéw), she taughtthe daughters (Amelia and Alek-
sandra) of Antonina and Adolf Dambski, the owners of the local manor. From
September 1941, she carried out secret teaching in Krakow. From 21January 1942,
together with Woyczyriska, she organized weekly literary Wednesdays,*' during

39 N.Tulasiewicz, Zeszyt I od 17 stycznia, p. 123.

40 Natalia Tutasiewiczwrotea detailed description of the deportation in her Zapiskiof
25 March 1940.N. Tutasiewicz, Zeszyt 11 od 25 lutego 1940, pp. 150-157.

41 Tamze, s. 150-162, 180, N. Tulasiewicz, Zeszyt I1I od 12 stycznia 1941 do 25 lipca 1942,
pp. 258, 273; 346.
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which they read books together, recited poems and held intensive discussions.
In those difficult times, Natalia did not forget to say daily prayers, support her-
loved ones, participate in retreats and days of recollection, go on trips, study lit-
erature and work on her literary development.** She was involved in organizing
sodality meetings, during which religious literature was discussed, carols and
patriotic songs were sung and night adorations were held during Lent.** In her
work, she placed great emphasis on patriotic education:

I will visit all my former students living in the Governorate. I want to talk
to them, awaken in them a love of knowledge and help them with all my
strength so that the war does not sterilize their sense of beauty and good-
ness. ... My daily work is arduous but beautiful, and my effort is joyful for
me. Thanks to it, we have a chance to survive the war.**

Under the circumstances of war, Tutasiewiczhad to work individually with
one student or in groups of several people. She acted as a companion guide,
encouraging her pupils and showing them new possibilities. She compared
her work to sculpting: ‘I like such raw material. It is pliable, although seem-

"** Whenever any obstacles appeared, she did not give up;quite

ingly resistant.
the contrary, they motivated her to become more involved.*® She commented
on her work: T have never regretted devoting myself to Polish philology studies,
yet teaching, for all its beauty, exhausts you to the marrow.'*’

Natalia’s intellectual, artistic and social aspirations made her join not only
secret teaching but also the work of the underground political organization
‘Zachod’ [West], which sent trained volunteers to Germany to support Polish
workers in forced labour camps. The workof the Polish envoys focused on car-

ing for the patriotic, religious and moral life of the deportees. Tutasiewicz

42 A.Rzesos, Blogostawiona Natalia Tutasiewicz: droga, pp. 22-24.

43 B.Judkowiak, Wstep, p. 18.

44 N.Tutasiewicz, Zeszyt 1V od 27 wrzesnia 1942 do 18 sierpnia 1943, pp. 382—383.
45 N.Tutasiewicz, Zeszyt 1T od 25 lutego 1940, pp. 202—203.

46 B.Judkowiak, ,Przyjmij mnie na nowo do swej klasy”, pp. 32—33.

47 N.Tulasiewicz, Zeszyt I od 25 lutego 1940, p. 202.
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volunteered for this mission. She kept all knowledge about the action absolutely
secret because she was aware of the danger to which not only she but also her
loved ones were exposed.*® She first prepared for the undertaking in Warsaw.*’
Then she participated in special retreats organized in Laski. As she was a vol-
unteer emissary, she couldchoose the place, yet the plenipotentiaries of the Pol-
ishgovernment-in-exile inLondon delegated her to Hanover.*

On 19August 1943, Natalia reported to the Warsaw Arbeitsamt[employment
agency| for departure to Hanover and on 22 August, she was subjected to fur-
ther disinfection, bathing and medical check-upsnear Berlin. Two days later,
she arrived at barracks no. 1, located in the labour camp at the Gunther-Wag-
ner ‘Pelikan’ paper goods factory. Remembering the goals of her mission and
taking into account her passion for teaching and education, she carried out
educational, self-help, organizational, intelligence and political activities. For
example, she recruited subsequent envoys on siteand informed the Polish
headquarters about the developments, conditions, atmosphere and war oper-
ations in the camp and thearea. In addition, she carried out apostolic and pas-
toral work, including: providing moral care, discussing catechesis, providing
support,as well as arranging prayers, services and‘barrack masses’ with Holy
Communion. She also composed songs to comfort hearts, wrote occasional
short stories and even organized a joint Christmas Eve and Christmas wafer-
breaking. Despite three-shift physical work, the need to obtain food, the con-
stant danger of air raids and spending numerous nights in shelters, she suc-
cessfully fulfilled the entrusted mission.”!

In her missionary work, she did not forget about patriotic education: she
read Pan Tadeusz [Poland’s national epic by Adam Mickiewicz—translator’s
note], talked about ancient Greece, films and plays, organized Polish and Ger-
man spelling lessons and gave talks on psychology, hygiene and how to prepare
formarriage. She often preached the Gospel, willingly entered into discussions

48 A.Rzesos, Blogostawiona Natalia Tutasiewicz: droga, p. 24.

49 She had to participate in individual training consisting of several stages. Receiving
a positive assessment meant moving on to the last stage—preparations, i.e., receiv-
ing the appropriate documents and taking the oath.B. Judkowiak, Wstep, p. 20.

50 Ibidem.
51 Ibidem, pp. 22-23; A. Rzeso$, Blogostawiona Natalia Tutasiewicz: droga, pp. 24-25.
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during which she actively listened to other people’spositions and made friends
with envoys of other affiliations. She also organized the baptism of a child born
in the camp and a collection of parcels for the sick.**

On 29 April 1944, Tutasiewicz was arrested and then taken to Cologne,
where she was subjected to cruel and barbaric torture. Despite the suffering
she experienced, she did not betray anyone, praying constantly. On 28 Septem-
ber, she was sentenced to deathand taken to the concentration camp in Raven-
sbriick, where she was given the number 75188 and placed in the so-called sick
block. However, she did not remain inactive. Quite the opposite, she held ser-
vices, recited poems, discussed books she had read, educated girls brought
directly from the Warsaw Uprising and also planned her future. On 30 March
1945-Good Friday—she was selected for the gas chamber and on Holy Saturday,
at the age of 39, she died a martyr’s death.”®

Memory of the Blessed

The attitude, work, personality and spiritual life of Natalia Tulasiewicz fas-
cinate and inspire contemporaries as confirmed by events organized to com-
memorate the blessed. She was chosenas the patroness of the Poznan branch
of the Catholic Association of Educators, which organizes formation meet-
ings entitled ‘One of Us: Blessed Natalia Tutasiewicz,among others. Educa-
tional institutions (non-public kindergartens, a public primary school, a mid-
dle school and a high school) have also beennamed after Blessed Natalia
Tutasiewicz.**To pay tribute to her, they organize many initiatives,**including
assemblies, exhibitions, as well asart, poetry and music competitions, rallies,
formation meetingsand a forum for the exchange of ideas and professional

52 B.Judkowiak, Wstep, pp. 23—24; A. Rzesos, Blogostawiona Natalia Tutasiewicz: dro-
ga, pp. 25-26; B. Judkowiak, , Przyjmij mnie na nowo do swej klasy”, p. 34-

53 B.Judkowiak, Wstep, pp. 24—26; A. Rzeso$, Blogostawiona Natalia Tutasiewicz: dro-
ga, pp. 26—27, 248.

54 K. Szablak, Inspiracje Natalianskie: ,,Co ze mnie zy¢ bedzie w ludziach?”, in: ,Wiédt
mnie Pan..”: studia, pp. 213—225; Publiczna Szkota Podstawowa im. bt. Natalii Tuta-
siewicz, https://szkoly.poznan.ksw.pl/, accessed: 15.07.24.

55 Tamze, https://szkoly,poznan.ksw.pl/, accessed: 15.07.24.
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experiences in the light of Blessed Natalia’s idea of the path to holiness,and eve-
nings of creativity. She was also chosen as the patroness by the Women’s Minis-
try of the Archdiocese of Poznan®® and the Workshops on the Way—the Nation-
wide Teachers’ Pilgrimage, which brings together teachers from all over Poland,
who annually make a pilgrimage on foot from Zielona Géra to Jasna Gora,
improving their spiritual formation and pedagogical skills.*”

Another very important form of commemoration is the decree of the Vat-
ican Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments
of 19 January 2022, whichapproved ‘Blessed Natalia Tutasiewicz, Mar-
tyr, Patroness of God’s Teachers in Poland.*® In the same year, Poznan offi-
cials chose her as the patroness of the roundabout at the intersection
of Bobrzanska and Kurlandzka streets. On 9May 2022, a commemorative
plaque was ceremonially unveiled in Rzeszéw, combined with the conference
‘Be the Avant-Garde of Poland and the World: The Pedagogy of Blessed Natalia
TutasiewiczMoreover, on 5 October 2023, a ceremonial presentation of a post-
card with an image of Tutasiewicz took place at the Educational and Formation
Centre of the Bydgoszcz Diocese.’

Natalia’s memory is also cultivated by scientific centres that organize confer-
ences, symposia, seminars and exhibitions devoted to her life and work.®® In turn,

56 Duszpasterstwo Kobiet Archidiecezji Poznanskiej, https://kobieta.archpoznan.pl/
aktualnosci/nowe-logo,32, accessed: 15.07.24.

57 Warsztaty w Drodze, https://warsztatywdrodze.pl/o-pielgrzymce, accessed: 15.07.24.

58 Konferencja Episkopatu Polski, https://episkopat.pl/dekret-bl-natalia-tulasiewicz-
patronka-nauczycieli-w-polsce/, accessed: 15.07.24; ]. Kowalczyk, Pozwdl sie zainspiro-
wac-bt Natalia Tutasiewicz wzorem dla nauczycieli, in: Nauczyciel wobec wyzwan, p. 89.

59 Blogostawiona Natalia Tutasiewicz, https://blogoslawionanatalia.eu/wydarzenie/,
accessed: 15.07.24.

60 The conferences were organized by, among others, the Adam Mickiewicz University:
‘The Shining of Testimony. Blessed Teacher Natalia Tutasiewicz’ (22April 2006); From
Baptism to the Joy of Life: On the 110™ Anniversary of the Baptism of Blessed Nata-
lia Tutasiewicz’ (7May 2016); and the Pontifical Faculty of Theology in Wroctaw
together with the Lower Silesian Teacher Training Centre in Wroctaw: the National
Pedagogical Conference ‘The Teacher and the Challenges of Modern Times: Inspira-
tions of Blessed Natalia Tutasiewicz (1906-1945) (23November 2021 and 23February
2022). On 31March2023, a national conference and exhibition entitled ‘Blessed Nata-
lia Tutasiewicz, Patroness of Teachers in Poland’ took place in Brzeg. Ibidem.
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the Catholic Association of Educators and theSybiraksPrimary School in Naw-
sie organized the National Literary Competition for Teachers under the slogan
‘Write my lifeon... in May 2023 to popularize the life’s work of Blessed Natalia
as a Polish teacher, educator, teacher, poet and emissary, honour her memory
and show the teaching profession as a vocation and mission.®’ Another under-
taking was a film entitledBlogostawiona[Blessed], which premiered on 10 June
2023 at the Zamek Culture Centre in Poznan.®*There is also a website dedicated
to Blessed Natalia, where current events and publicationsabout her are posted.®®

Conclusions

The lifeof Natalia Tutasiewicz can be an example and inspiration for contem-
porary teachers, because living and working in the interwar and war peri-
ods, she matured as a person, teacher, poet, activist and martyr. She carried
out her pedagogical workwith passion, joy and heroism, demonstrating fidel-
ity to the teaching mission and not forgetting about constant education. She
was a modest and deeply religious person, a true patriot and altruist.She said:
‘T am...only a human being, a flawed human being, but thanks to the graces
that God has given me... I am...an angelic comfort to some people.®* Despite
health problems and difficulties, she never stopped workingand even vol-
untarily took on some tasks that risked her life, such as organizing teaching
right after the outbreak of war. Although today, teachers do not have to strug-
gle with such obstacles, they have to deal with many other threats, such as
consumerism, addiction, aggression, violence, passivity, entitlement, the cri-
sis of valuesand so on.®® Students of pedagogy should learn about the life and

61 Dolnoslgski Osrodek Doskonalenia Nauczycieli we Wroctawiu,https://dodn.dolny-
slask.pl/ogolnopolski-konkurs-literacki-pod-haslem-pisz-dalej-moje-zycie/, acces-
sed: 15.07.2024.

62 The film was alsoshown in Czestochowa, Skierniewice, Lublin, Kicin, Jasionka, Radom,
Rzeszéw, Wroctaw, Nowy Sgcz, Krakow, Plock, Pobiedziska, Warsaw, Biatystok, Roki-
etnica, Krynica-Zdrdj, Mszana Dolna, Zaboréwiec and Szczecin, ete. Fundacja Rozwoju
Miasta Poznania, https://frmp.pl/2023_film-blogoslawiona/, accessed: 15.07.24.

63 Blogostawiona Natalia Tutasiewicz, https://blogoslawionanatalia.eu/, accessed: 15.07.24.

64 N.Tutasiewicz, Zeszyt Il od 12 stycznia 1941 do 25 lipca 1942, p. 258.

65 ] Kowalczyk, Pozwdl sie zainspirowac, pp. 98-102.
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work of Tutasiewicz, who was constantly developing and working on herself,
proving that you can face various adversities and still win. By learning about
the young educator’s life, future teachers can be inspired to perform self-edu-
cation and understand how important it is to use their virtues, advantages
and professed values in the didactic and educational process, thanks to which
every teacher can feel joy and satisfaction from their everyday social and pro-
fessional tasks.

Streszczenie: Bt. Natalia Tutasiewicz (1906-1945) to ogloszona w 2022 r. patronka pol-
skich nauczycieli. Ukonczyta studia na Uniwersytecie im. Adama Mickiewicza w Pozna-
niu. Byta polonistkg, poetka i spoteczniczkg dziatajgcg w okresie miedzywojennym

i wojennym. Jako nauczycielka zwracata uwage na wychowanie patriotyczne, wartosci

kulturowe, moralne i duchowe swoich wychowankéw. Od dziecka nalezata do Sodalicji

Marianskiej, w ktorej rozwijata sie duchowo i intelektualnie oraz wygtaszata prelekcje.
Pasjonowala sie literaturg, muzyka, sztuka teatralng, podrézowata i podziwiata piekno

przyrody. Zerwata zareczyny, zawierzajgc swoje zycie i mitos¢ Bogu. Tuz po wybuchu

11 wojny Swiatowej zorganizowata szkote prowizoryczng, zas w czasie wojny i tutaczki

podjeta prace jako nauczycielka ,wyjazdowa” w tajnym nauczaniu, organizowata coty-
godniowe $rody literackie, aktywnie uczestniczyta w rekolekcjach i dniach skupienia,
pisata wiesze i nowele, a takze oddawata sie codziennej modlitwie. Jako jedna z pierw-
szych zglosita sie jako emisariuszka na przymusowe roboty na tereny 111 Rzeszy, gdzie

petnita misje wychowawczo-apostolska, dbajgc o rozwdj kulturowy, duchowy, moralny

i patriotyczny polskich robotnikéw. W 1944 r. zostata aresztowana, poddana barbarzyn-
skim torturom i skazana na $mieré. W Wielki Pigtek 1945 r. zostata wyselekcjonowana

do komory gazowej, a dzien pozniej zmarta.

Stowa kluczowe: Natalia Tutasiewicz, nauczycielka, polonistka, poetka.
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